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effective citizenship means also accepting the
standards of society without surrendering our
ideals. This strikes me as an interesting point.
A boy is taught at school to set before himself
the highest ideals of truthfulness and morality :
" schools are maintained because men want
their children to set their affections on what is
worthiest " : " no decent person ", these chil-
dren are told, " would ever do such and such
a thing/5 Yet, when they leave school, they
find " decent people ", not only doing " such
and such a thing ", but things far worse, and
accepted by their fellows as honourable and
respectable members of society. What is to
be done in this dilemma ? Are the ideals to
be surrendered as too highly coloured ? Are
they after all only a kind of bee-in-the-bonnet
from which a schoolmaster suffers ? Or are
they to be maintained in a superior aloofness
to our fellow men? Either solution is fatal.
The colours on the jigsaw-piece must not be
washed out, to tone in with the others which
are paler : they must lie there cheek-by-jowl
with them. Adaptation, without the sur-
render of the essential, is one of the lessons we
must teach at school.